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The Lagos Flash Fiction Series by Tolulope Popoola

The Lagos Flash Fiction Series by Tolulope Popoola is a collection of short, vibrant
stories set in Lagos, Nigeria, capturing the city's dynamic culture through various
perspectives. Each story, typically under 1,000 words, offers a snapshot of life in Lagos,
blending humour, drama, and social commentary. The series includes titles like
Memoirs of a Lagos Wedding Planner, Memoirs of a Lagos Taxi Driver, Memoirs of a
Lagos Junior Banker, Memoirs of a Serial Best Man, Memoirs of a Lagos Baker, and More
Adventures of a Lagos Wedding Planner, released on May 1, 2025.

Key Themes and Style

Urban life: The stories reflect Lagos's bustling energy, from its chaotic traffic to
its vibrant social scene, highlighting the challenges and aspirations of its
residents.

Diverse perspectives: Characters like Bisi (wedding planner), Ladi (taxi driver),
Onome (junior banker), CJ (serial best man), and Dayo (baker) offer varied lenses
on Lagos life, showcasing professional and personal struggles.

Humour and irony: Popoola uses witty dialogue and surprising twists, as seenin
Memoirs of a Lagos Wedding Planner, where a client reveals a marriage has
ended and requests a new wedding.

Social commentary: The series subtly addresses issues like corruption,
relationships, and societal expectations, often with a light yet poignant touch.

Notable Works



e Memoirs of a Lagos Wedding Planner: A collection of ten flash fiction stories
following Bisi, a resourceful wedding planner navigating quirky clients and
unexpected drama, earning Popoola the title "Africa's Flash Fiction Queen."

e Memoirs of a Lagos Taxi Driver: Explores the life of Ladi, a driver dealing with
the city's chaos and diverse passengers.

¢ Memoirs of a Lagos Junior Banker: Follows Onome, a young banker facing
corporate pressures and personal dilemmas.

Cultural Significance

The series captures Lagos's essence: its hustle, diversity, and resilience, through
concise narratives that resonate with Nigerian readers and beyond. Popoola’s work
aligns with the broader flash fiction movement, which emphasizes brevity and impact,
akin to works by authors like Nnedi Okorafor (Lagoon) or Flora Nwapa (This Is Lagos and
Other Stories). Her stories, rooted in Nigerian experiences, contribute to the globalrise
of African literature, particularly in short-form storytelling.

Availability

The series is available in both ebook and paperback formats on platforms like Amazon,
Selar, Apple, Kobo, and other retail platforms. Kindle editions cater to a global audience,
and herwork is accessible for readers seeking quick, engaging reads. The audiobook
edition is planned for release later in 2026.

Reception

Popoola’s storytelling has been praised for its humour and relatability, with readers on
X, Goodreads and Amazon appreciating the vivid portrayal of Lagos. Her nickname,
"Africa's Flash Fiction Queen," reflects her mastery of the form. Responses from readers
shows excitement for the series’ release, indicating a growing fanbase.

Broader context

Flash fiction, as a genre, thrives on concise yet powerful narratives, and Popoola’s work
fits this mould while grounding it in Lagos’s unique setting. Unlike longer Nigerian novels
like Chibundu Onuzo’s Welcome to Lagos, her stories focus on fleeting moments,
making them ideal for readers seeking quick, immersive tales. For those interested in
similar works, Lagos Noir (edited by Chris Abani) offers darker, crime-focused short



stories, while Remi Roy’s From the Sidelines explores historical flash fiction with a
Nigerian perspective.



